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November 2013 marks the 50th anniversary of one of the greatest cover-ups in the 
lifetimes of modern day Americans. On Friday, November 22, 1963, President John 
F. Kennedy (JFK) was assassinated while riding through Dealey Plaza in Dallas, 
Texas. 

The official government story put forth by the Warren Commission in 1964 was that 
a lone crazed assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald, killed the President and severely 
wounded Gov. John Connally. The alleged rifle shots came, at about 12:30 p.m., 
from the 6th floor of the Texas School Book Depository (TSBD) where Oswald 
worked. They were fired just after the motorcade turned left from Houston Street 
onto Elm Street, in front of the building, and was moving away from it.  

The Warren Commission Report was so heavily ridiculed nationwide that Congress 
had to eventually authorize a second investigation in 1976 to cover up the cover 
up. That investigation by the House Select Committee on Assassinations was forced 
to conclude in 1979 that President Kennedy likely was killed as a result of a 
conspiracy. However, it still implicated Oswald as the murderer. 

A June 19, 1964 document from G.W. Dingle and an April 19, 1964 document from 
Albert Jenner are examples that show how FBI agents and Warren Commission 
attorneys consistently conspired to change testimony transcripts, materially alter 
documents and omit evidence that conflicted with their predetermined conclusions. 

 

Texas School Book Depository (view from Houston St. where motorcade turned left) 
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Grassy Knoll (view from “Moorman” photograph just as J.F.K. was killed) 

1. EVIDENCE PROVING THAT OSWALD DID NOT KILL KENNEDY 

The cover up was originally exposed in large part, because the actual assassins 
never realized that a man named Abraham Zapruder would happen to be there 
filming the motorcade with his 8mm Bell and Howell movie camera. While common 
today, personal hand held movie cameras were fairly rare back then. 

The film captured by the camera clearly shows that the shot which killed JFK struck 
him in the right front temple, pushing his head backward and thus it had to be fired 
from a position in the right front of the motorcade which fits the area known as “the 
grassy knoll”. All parties agree no matter what their beliefs that Oswald was NOT 
on the knoll. Therefore, the film demonstrates that Oswald could not have possibly 
killed J.F.K.  

Specifically, the Zapruder film shows that: 

 JFK was hit in the throat about two seconds before Gov. Connally, then 
 Gov. Connally turned to see what was wrong and was also hit, then 
 JFK was struck in the right front temple by a third bullet.  

Gov. Connally confirmed this sequence of events in testimony before the Warren 
Commission and House Select Committee. But since the time span of 5.6 seconds 
was too short for one person to have fired all three shots, the Warren Commission 
concluded that two bullets created all of the wounds to both Connally and Kennedy. 
This conclusion required that a single ‘magic bullet’: 

 entered Kennedy’s back, turned upward and exited his throat,  
 turned right to enter Gov. Connally,  
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 paused in mid-air for two seconds to account for the time difference between 
when Kennedy and Connally were hit,  

 made 5 more entrance and exit wounds in Gov. Connally and then 
 appeared in pristine condition on a gurney in Parkland Memorial hospital.  

The counsel who proposed this “magic bullet theory” at the time was Arlen Spector. 
He would later become a U.S. Senator from Pennsylvania.  

The Zapruder film further shows that neither bullet which struck the President could 
have been fired on trajectories that would come from high on the 6th floor of the 
TSBD. It captures the horror of the President’s head moving violently backward 
after the fatal bullet struck his temple and separated a part of his scalp from his 
head. Kennedy’s wife, Jackie, retrieved this fragment by climbing onto the trunk of 
the car while it was moving.  

Abraham Zapruder immediately sold copies of the film to Life Magazine, when he 
was contacted by them after a local TV interview that evening. The film was 
suppressed from the public for many years until District Attorney Jim Garrison 
conducted an investigation in an attempt to prosecute individuals for a conspiracy 
to kill the President. Garrison and those Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
connected targets of the investigation were based in New Orleans where Oswald 
once lived and promoted a Fair Play for Cuba Committee.  

Although suppressed from the public, the film was shown to a young reporter, who 
claimed on a network television program three days after the assassination that the 
assassin was in the TSBD and that the film showed the President’s head moving 
“violently forward” thus implying that the fatal bullet must have come from behind. 
Anyone who has since viewed the film knows that it shows exactly the opposite. 
The propagation of this great lie by the reporter, Dan Rather, earned him a career 
as a network anchor for CBS news. 

 

Zapruder Film frame 312 (J.F. K. is hit in the throat before fatal bullet strikes his temple) 
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THE MANUFACTURED GOVERNMENT CASE AGAINST OSWALD 

Even without public knowledge, the government case against Oswald reeked of 
being manufactured. Although Deputies Eugene Boone and Roger Craig found a 
modern 7.65 German Mauser on the 6th floor of the TSBD, the alleged murder 
weapon is a 6.5mm Mannlicher Carcano rifle with a bent scope that was also found 
there. This Italian rifle that Oswald allegedly purchased was originally manufactured 
in 1891 and was discontinued in 1945 at the close of World War II. During 
comparable testing, government marksmen were unable to hit their targets with 
that rifle at the distance and angle of Oswald’s alleged amazing feat.  

Oswald’s prints were not present in the analysis conducted on the rifle prior to his 
death. Some were placed on the rifle after his death. Paraffin tests conducted on 
Oswald’s right cheek were negative thus indicating that he had not likely fired a 
rifle. Nitrate tests conducted on Oswald’s hands were positive on the palm sides 
indicating he may have touched something powder related but negative on the 
outside of his hands, thus indicating that he probably did not fire a handgun. A 
Neutron Activation Analysis report stated that it “is by no means certain” that 
Oswald fired a handgun and that “there is no basis for concluding that he also fired 
a rifle.” 

In spite of this, the government quickly produced a picture of Oswald with his rifle 
that eventually appeared on the cover of Life magazine. Oswald insisted that he 
was a patsy and the picture had been modified to use his head on another man’s 
body. An analysis of the shadows from his nose and body showed that the sun cast 
a straight downward shadow from directly overhead for his face but it cast a 
significantly angled shadow from the body. While Photoshop manipulated pictures 
are common today, the techniques, if used then, were not commonly available and 
would require professionals. 

 
Life Magazine photograph taken by unknown photographer 
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Audio tapes synchronized with the video subsequently confirmed that there were a 
total of four shots fired. Witnesses who heard the shots at the scene from the 
behind the fence on top of the grassy knoll screamed for police to go to that area. 
Officers Joe Marshall Smith and Roger Craig reported that they were confronted by 
secret service agents on the knoll when they went to investigate. The Secret 
Service stated that they had no agent present on the knoll that day. The Warren 
Commission ignored that testimony and never interviewed witnesses who were on 
the grassy knoll area. 

In spite of the secret service agents or imposters, some Dallas police officers 
continued to the railroad tracks behind the fence and arrested three tramps in a 
boxcar. There are numerous pictures of police walking with the tramps to the police 
station. The third tramp in line is the spitting image of the infamous, E. Howard 
Hunt, a longtime CIA operative. The middle tramp in line is the exact likeness of 
another CIA operative, Frank Sturgis. Both were deeply involved in the anti-Castro 
Cuban movement. In a feeble attempt to claim that the third tramp was not 
Howard Hunt, the House Select Committee placed a picture into the record of Hunt 
when he was about 30 years younger. 

 
“Tramps” arrested behind grassy knoll 
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Howard Hunt vs. tramp 
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2. THE BOGUS MILITARY AUTOPSY 

President John F Kennedy was rushed to Parkland Memorial Hospital. The doctors 
there confirmed how the President had died from a gunshot wound to the right 
temple. One doctor even pointed to the location of the wound on his own head for 
the video cameras. 

When the doctors attempted to perform the autopsy in accordance with Texas state 
law, the Secret Service intervened and insisted that the body be removed from the 
hospital. A heated exchange took place to the point that one agent prepared to pull 
a gun on the doctors. The Secret Service forcefully removed the body from the 
hospital and took it to Bethesda Naval Center, where autopsy results could be more 
easily covered up. 

The now infamous autopsy, which included the disappearance of Kennedy’s brain, 
was performed by Drs. James Humes, Thornton Boswell and Robert Finck. In spite 
of the missing brain and overwhelming evidence to the contrary, it concluded that 
the fatal bullet struck President Kennedy from behind. The autopsy has since been 
ridiculed for decades as a massive cover-up by doctors and researchers nationwide. 

To counter some of the ridicule, doctors and staff who were present have 
contended that they were not able to perform the autopsy in accordance with 
generally accepted procedures since it was being controlled by military officers. In 
the 1969 trial of Clay Shaw as a conspirator, District Attorney Jim Garrison was able 
to compel one of the doctors to testify.  

Under a heated cross examination, Lt. Col. Finck was forced to admit that the 
autopsy was under the control of an Army General who was not a qualified 
pathologist. In spite of the lack of qualification Finck stated that he just did what he 
was told. Finck also admitted that there were Navy Admirals present who directed 
activities. He explicitly mentioned that Admiral Kinney instructed the staff not to 
publicly discuss the autopsy. 

The fact that Navy Admirals and at least one unqualified Army General were 
controlling the autopsy indicates that there was a cover up at the highest level of 
the American government. Specifically, the Joint Chiefs of Staff would have to be 
complicit in a cover-up of such magnitude. 
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3. JACK RUBY MURDERS OSWALD & DIES IN PRISON AFTER 
INJECTIONS 

Oswald was arrested the same day after the murder of police officer, J.D. Tippit. 
Two days later; on Sunday, November 24 national television cameras were present 
to record his transfer from Dallas City Police Headquarters to the Dallas County jail. 
As he was escorted through a crowd of reporters in the basement, Jack Ruby 
merged from the throng to shoot Oswald through the abdomen and kill him.  

Ruby was the owner of the Carousel night club and acquainted with many Dallas 
police officers and several national organized crime figures. Despite the incredibly 
high profile event, some building doors were unlocked and security guards were not 
present. 

Ruby’s original claim that he killed Oswald out of emotional concern for Jackie 
Kennedy and the children was eventually found to be fabricated. The Warren 
Commission did not want to interview him until requests written by his sister, 
Eileen, were publicized. When Ruby was interviewed for the Warren Commission, he 
claimed that his life was in danger. He personally asked Chief Justice Earl Warren,  
and then Representative, Gerald Ford, that he be transferred to another venue but 
his request was denied. Ruby told Deputy Sheriff Al Maddox and others that while 
in prison he received injections for a cold against his will. He stated that he believed 
the injections to be cancerous. On January 3, 1967 he died of lung cancer. 

 

 

Jack Ruby 
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Dallas Police Headquarters Basement 

 

 

Officer J.D. Tippit Ruby shoots Oswald 
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4. OSWALD’S CAPTURE & THE MYSTERIOUS MURDER OF OFFICER 
TIPPIT 

Oswald was at the book depository at the time of the assassination but from that 
point on, facts are in dispute. Several witnesses, including Deputy Roger Craig and 
Mrs. James (Helen) Forrest positively identified him as entering a Nash Rambler 
with other men at the scene. Craig confirmed his identity at the police station after 
he was arrested.  Mrs. Forrest stated that “if it was not Oswald it was his identical 
twin”. Cab driver William Whaley claimed that Oswald took his cab to a location a 
few blocks from his boarding house at 1026 N. Beckley Ave. Oswald was arrested 
with a bus transfer that led many to believe he left by bus but got off with a 
transfer and took the cab when the bus encountered heavy traffic. 

Oswald left the boarding house at a few minutes after 1:00 according to 
housekeeper, Earlene Roberts, but once again, the events afterwards are in 
dispute. Ms. Roberts said that a police car with two men pulled up outside, blew the 
horn and drove off. She last saw Oswald at the northbound Beckley Avenue bus 
stop after he left the house. Five or ten minutes later, Dallas Police Officer, J.D. 
Tippit, was shot to death at 10th and Patton Street, about 10 blocks south of the 
boarding house.  

If Ms. Roberts account is correct, Oswald would not have had time to get to the 
scene of the crime. If Oswald was at the scene of that crime he would have walked 
briskly in the direction of the Oak Cliff apartment owned by Jack Ruby at 223 S. 
Ewing. Oswald had been seen with Ruby by witnesses on a couple of occasions. 
Ruby’s sister, Eva Grant, confirmed that Tippit and Ruby were close and that Tippit 
frequented the Vegas club she managed. Ruby would kill Oswald in the Dallas Police 
station. 

Officer J.D. Tippit was murdered about six blocks from Ruby’s apartment when he 
confronted one or two individuals walking down the 10th street. Tippit was shot four 
times. Witnesses who saw two men at the scene of the crime were never called by 
the Warren Commission. If present, Oswald, changed directions and fled to the 
Texas Theater after the murder. He was captured in the theater after a brief 
struggle and arrested for the murder of Tippit. Oswald was interrogated for 12 
hours at Dallas Police Headquarters but there is no transcript of his interrogation. 

Police transcripts clearly show that one assailant fled to the Jefferson Branch 
library, now the North Oak Cliff branch at 302 W. 10th  Street; but when police 
converged on the library, they found Secret Service agents who told them that the 
man was named Adrian Hamby and he was not a suspect. Detective Marvin Buhk 
recorded this bizarre event in his report to Police Chief Jesse Curry but the agents 
or imposters and their purpose of being in the library were never determined. 
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Officer J.M. Poe, who investigated the scene of the crime, marked his initials on two 
of the spent shells at the scene while Detective Pete Barnes was present. But when 
presented by the Warren Commission with the shells that matched the gun carried 
by Oswald, he found that those shells did not have his markings. Neither he nor 
Barnes could properly identify them. A police radio transcript from the scene 
indicated that they believed the killer had an automatic weapon. Oswald was 
arrested with a revolver.  

Another mystery is a wallet that Capt. W.R. Westbrook retrieved at the scene. He 
was videotaped examining the contents by a WFAA TV camera crew. The wallet 
contained Oswald’s identification and identification of Oswald’s alias, Alek J. Hidell, 
according to FBI agent Robert Barrett. The wallet is not mentioned in the police 
report but it is recorded in FBI records. Tippit’s wallet was still on his person when 
he was removed from the scene. Oswald was carrying his wallet when arrested at 
the Texas Theater. Since Oswald did not kill Kennedy he would have no motive to 
kill Tippit unless he realized that Tippit, Ruby’s friend, was going to kill him just as 
Ruby did two days later. 
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5. RUBY, THE MAFIA AND THE CIA 

The day before the assassination, Jack Ruby visited the restaurant of Joe Campisi. 
Joe and his brother, Sam, were known to be deeply involved in the Dallas 
underworld as lieutenants of Carlos Marcello. Marcello wanted John Kennedy killed 
after being deported by Robert Kennedy. Ruby had known Campisi and Sam 
Giancana for decades. Ruby, who was originally from Illinois, was an associate of 
Giancana, the Chicago organized crime boss. Giancana was shot to death in his 
kitchen on June 19, 1975 just before he was scheduled to testify before a U.S. 
Senate committee that was investigating organized crime connections to the CIA. 

Giancana’s children insist that he would not have opened the door for anyone other 
than a close friend and that his killer must have been known to him. Although the 
killer was never identified, they suspected Johnny Roselli a Los Angeles based 
mobster who was deeply involved in Operation Mongoose, the CIA assassination 
plots against Fidel Castro. Roselli testified before the same committee on June 24 
and again on September 22 about the operations; but on April 23, 1976, Roselli 
testified specifically about CIA/Mafia connections in regards to the Kennedy 
assassination. When the Senate wanted to recall him three months later, Roselli 
immediately went missing. His dismembered body was found in an oil drum floating 
in Dumfounding Bay near Miami. 

Miami was under the control of Florida mob boss, Santo Trafficante, who operated 
several Havana casinos during the reign of President Fulgencio Batista. Jack Ruby 
knew Trafficante well since he made several trips to Havana to see his Dallas 
gambling friend, Lewis McWillie, who operated the Tropicana Club for Trafficante. In 
1959, Batista was overthrown by Fidel Castro with the help of CIA operatives such 
as Frank Sturgis, who is seen celebrating the overthrow with Castro in the House 
Select Committee records. Castro immediately drove out American organized crime 
while aligning Cuba with Communism and the Soviet Union. 
 

   
Sam Giancana   Santo Trafficante Johnny Roselli 
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6. OSWALD’S CIA CONNECTIONS 

After joining the Marines in 1956, Oswald was trained in radar operations and 
received a U.S. Security clearance. He was later stationed at Atsugi Naval Air 
Facility in Japan. In 1955, Oswald was in the same Louisiana Civil Air Patrol with 
the most notorious CIA pilots of all time. His commander was David Ferrie a 
frequent CIA operative who often worked for New Orleans crime boss, Carlo 
Marcello. Ferrie is believed to be the pilot who flew Marcello back into the country 
after he was unconstitutionally deported by Attorney General Robert Kennedy in 
March of 1961. Ferrie was in court with Marcello when he was acquitted of charges 
brought by Attorney General Robert Kennedy in 1963. Ferrie also provided logistical 
support in a covert government operation in which cancer researcher Dr. Mary 
Sherman was murdered in 1964. 

Seal was a member of the Operation 40 assassination team in the ZRRIFLE unit at 
the time of the Kennedy assassination. He went on to become the infamous Iran 
Contra pilot who flew weapons to the contras in the early 80s and returned with 
plane loads of cocaine. The cocaine was dropped in key locations around Arkansas 
where it was picked up and distributed by ground crews during the `980s when Bill 
Clinton was governor. After making the late night drops, Seal would land his empty 
plane at the Mena, Arkansas airport. Seal was the photographer of the picture used 
by President Ronald Reagan on national television to implicate Sandinistas in drug 
trafficking. When Seal turned informant he was set up by federal authorities in a 
Baton Rouge Salvation Army house where he was murdered on February 19, 1976. 
Afterwards, his attorney, Sam Dalton, found in his car trunk a number for George 
H.W. Bush’s personal office. 

Oswald became the only American to defect in 1959 to Russia where he married his 
wife Marina and then easily re-entered the U.S.in 1962. A man who befriended 
Oswald and helped him get established in Dallas was George De Mohrenschildt, a 
CIA operative. De Mohrenschildt was shot to death just as he was about to be 
questioned by the House Select Committee on Assassinations in 1976. Mark Lane 
and other authors reported that his personal telephone book was located after his 
death and found to contain the entry “Bush George H.W. (Poppy) 1412 W. Ohio 
also Zapata Petroleum Midland”. 

    
David Ferrie Carlos Marcello Barry Seal George De Mohrenschildt 
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7. HARVEY AND LEE: THE OSWALD DOUBLE MYSTERY SOLVED 

So what was the national security interest that would warrant a massive cover-up 
of the Kennedy assassination by the Warren Commission, federal agents, and 
Dallas police? One of the secrets that could not be revealed is that Oswald had a 
CIA double. 

In his research work, entitled Harvey and Lee, John Armstrong solved the 
discrepancies of Oswald’s identification and how he continually was found to be 
doing two things in two different places at the same time. While it has long been 
known that there was an Oswald imposter, Armstrong found that Oswald had a CIA 
double. 

Armstrong identified that Lee Oswald and Harvey Oswald were separate individuals. 
He determined that Marguerite Oswald is the mother of Lee Oswald, the CIA clone 
and Harvey Oswald had a caretaker who was presented to the Warren Commission 
as Harvey Oswald’s mother. 

   
Marguerite Oswald Lee Oswald Harvey Oswald Harvey’s Caretaker 

 
Armstrong tracked the whereabouts of each Oswald for the decade leading up to 
the assassination and has created a summary table of some key events as shown in 
his www.harveyandlee.net website. 

    
Lee Harvey Oswald 
photographed by his 

brother, Robert Oswald, in 
Texas in 1958 and 

published in Robert's book, 
LEE. 

Lee Harvey Oswald when 
he appeared at the Cuban 
Consulate in Mexico City in 

Sept. 1963. The Cuban 
Government provided this 

photo to the HSCA. 

Lee Harvey Oswald 
when he visited the 
Russian Embassy in 
Mexico City in Sept. 

1963. The CIA provided 
this photo of "Lee 

Harvey Oswald" to the 
FBI on 11/23/63. 

Lee Harvey Oswald  
in Dallas Police custody two 
days after the assassination 

of JFK and officer Tippit. 
The accused assassin was 

shot dead by former Cuban 
gun-runner Jack Ruby. 
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8. THE PRIMARY CIA MOTIVE: REVENGE FOR THE BAY OF PIGS 

The CIA and the Joint Chiefs of Staff had wanted desperately to invade Cuba. The 
Joint Chiefs even went so far as to produce a now declassified Top Secret document 
from March 13, 1962, entitled Justification for Military Intervention in Cuba. It is 
referred to as Operation Northwoods, and was written by Admiral Lyman Lemnitzer, 
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, for the Secretary of Defense, Robert 
McNamara, upon request of Edward Lansdale, chief of the Cuba Project. The 
document even recommended the creation of events that could kill Americans and 
Cubans. It stated: 

 “A ‘Remember the Maine’ incident could be arranged in several forms”. “We 
could blow up a U.S. ship in Guantanamo Bay and blame Cuba."  

 “We could sink a boatload of Cubans en route to Florida (real or simulated)” 

 “It is possible to create an incident which will demonstrate convincingly that 
a Cuban aircraft has attacked and shot down a chartered civil airliner en 
route from the United States to Jamaica, Guatemala, Panama, or Venezuela” 

The CIA had planned a water-based invasion of Cuba from southern Florida by 1500 
anti-Castro Cubans. For the invasion to be successful, the Cuban air force would 
have to be subdued. Kennedy had agreed to a covert air strike against Cuban 
fighter planes on airfields in Cuba. That was expected to incapacitate the air force 
to the degree they could not stop the invaders. The CIA had made the strike from 
Guatemala using Cuban pilots in airplanes disguised to look like those of Cuba. 
They claimed to the United Nations that those pilots were Cuban defectors. Cuba 
knew that was not true and asked the U.S. and the U.N. to produce the pilot. 

Kennedy was concerned about repercussions in revealing direct U.S. involvement in 
the bombing. When he was informed that the airfield damage was not complete, 
Kennedy refused a CIA request for another bombing run needed to ensure the 
safety of the landing party. The 1500 invading anti-Castro Cubans were killed or 
captured by Castro forces that had been alerted and were waiting for them at the 
Bay of Pigs. The captured forces realized that they had been betrayed as soon as 
they were let out and some even started firing back at the freighters.  

Kennedy fired CIA Director Allen Dulles, Deputy Director Charles Cabell, and 
Director of Plans Richard Bissell.  From that day on, Kennedy was considered as a 
traitor by the anti-Castro wing of the CIA. Thus, under the circumstances, these 
individuals would have no qualms about killing their own President. 

Fletcher Prouty stated that in his capacity a liaison between the CIA and Air Force 
at the Pentagon in 1961 he personally “sanitized” two freighters named “Barbara” 
and “Houston” for use in the Bay of Pigs operation which was code named “Zapata.” 
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The operation named after a corporation, both of which were run by George H. W. 
Bush through the group known as JMWAVE out of the CIA Miami office. 

Note:  In 1976, Adm. Hyman Rickover determined that the U.S.S. Maine exploded 
from within and thus was not blown up by Spain as government officials claimed at 
the time, thus explaining the reference to the U.S.S. Maine by the Northwoods 
document. 

 
Adm. Lyman Lemnitzer 

 
Louisiana Civil Air Patrol Unit - New Orleans Cadet Squadron – Lakefront Airport, 1955 

(circled on left, commander David Ferrie, circled on right Harvey Oswald) 
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9. AFTERMATH: CIA ESCALATES VIETNAM WAR FOR DRUG 
SMUGGLING 

Santo Trafficante continued operating with the CIA until his death in 1987. In 1986, 
a video acquired by Col. Bo Gritz during a covert mission identified him as a 
recipient in the world’s largest heroin operation, which was under U.S. government 
control. 

The heroin was produced by General Khun Sa in the mountainous Shan territories 
of the Golden Triangle in Burma and distributed through Laos. Gritz went to Laos 
and Burma looking for Prisoners of War (POW) and soldiers who were missing in 
action (MIA). Khun Sa offered to stop heroin production in exchange for some 
American assistance in converting to legitimate crops and for recognition of the 
Shan provinces as independent, so that they would no longer have to sell heroin to 
fight the Red Burmese. 

As proof of their sincerity, Khun Sa representatives allowed Gritz to make a 
stunning video where they identified: 

 Santo Trafficante, Florida mob boss, as handling civilian distribution 

 Ted Shackley, CIA deputy director of Covert Operations who reported to 
George Bush, as handling international operations 

 Richard Armitage, then Assistant Secretary of Defense for International 
Security Affairs in charge of POW recovery, as handling financial transactions 
and money laundering 

Washington was far from thrilled with his findings. Gritz, who naturally used special 
identification while traveling for his clandestine POW recovery efforts, found himself 
as a target of a Justice Department criminal prosecution. The charge was using a 
false passport WHILE HE WAS ON THE COVERT MISSION. The Justice Department 
spent two years attempting to prosecute Gritz for the operation that he was 
requested to perform by Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) director, Gen. Eugene 
Tighe through Ross Perot.  

Gritz was eventually acquitted on April 21, 1989 before he could give a word of 
incriminating testimony about CIA and military personnel engaged in Southeast 
Asian drug trafficking. As he left the courtroom, U.S. Attorney William Maddox, was 
pressured by TV news personnel to explain why the government had spent two 
years prosecuting a bogus charge. Maddox admitted, and even repeated, to TV 
news reporters that he had gotten a call from George Bush who told him to "Get Bo 
Gritz". 

Gritz had been sent by Ross Perot and Col. Arthur “Bull” Simmons as part of a DIA 
recovery effort for POW/MIAs recovery effort. After Ross Perot corroborated the 
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information from Gritz, he realized that Armitage would be the last person who 
would want POW/MIAs to return home when they may have knowledge of the 
operation. He confronted Armitage and went to then Vice President, George H.W. 
Bush. Bush told Perot to see the “proper authorities.” In reality, Bush was the 
proper authority since Executive Order 12333, and Presidential Decision Directives 
2 and 3, put him in charge of all covert operations after the assassination attempt 
on President Ronald Reagan in 1981. Perot was so angry about the protection that 
Armitage and Shackley received that he decided to run against Bush in 1992 and 
was successful in costing him the election. 

The astronomically profitable Golden Triangle heroin operation was the impetus for 
the CIA to continually lure the American government into creating a Vietnam War. 
President John Kennedy had resisted the CIA efforts beyond the “17,000 advisors” 
that had been authorized. However, once Kennedy was assassinated, Lyndon 
Johnson initiated a war by signing the Gulf of Tonkin resolution, after falsely 
claiming that the North Vietnamese had fired on our ships there. Johnson escalated 
the war to over 550,000 American troops, over 50,000 of which died or are still 
missing. Politicians allowed the war to drag on for years while the Golden Triangle 
operation was in full swing. Thus, the real motive of our involvement in Vietnam 
was not likely to fight communism but to establish control of Southeast Asia drug 
trafficking operations. 

  
Lyndon Johnson Ted Shackley 

   
Richard Armitage George H.W. Bush 
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